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TT-Sites online inter-ICM meetings

We had two online meetings after ICM-15:

September 2024 (AM: 18 sites represented)
March 2025 (PM: 14 sites represented)

Issues addressed:

Post-R23 FPH/CFH (LC-1)
EUMETSAT validation project

More real-time feedback to sites regarding QA-QC (demonstration QA-QC website by Michael)
(TT-3)

Justification for frequency of photo-documentation
Avalilability of historical RS92 data (LC-3)
Help needed with data submission (LC-6)
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Points raised by sites

* QOccasional loss of GPS signal (jamming at certain locations)

« Ground station should not abort (setting in MW41? MW51 seems more
robust to loss of GPS signal)

« Use radiosonde with pressure sensor

« Special attention to assessing environmentally-friendly alternatives for GRUAN,
e.g..
« biodegradable materials
 (partial) re-use of sensors

* returning gliders
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Progress on the main tasks —lead TT-sites

LC3 (b): RS92 v3 GDP Progression (closed)

b) TT sites to investigate the availability of data and metadata to process historical data prior to when they
initiated data sharing with GRUAN.

Progress & Issues: TT-Sites queried the sites and received responses from a couple of sites that had
historical radiosonde flights that had not yet been submitted. LC assisted sites in submitting. This has now
been completed.

LC4 (b): Site metadata (open)

b) review the document and ensure that the stated requirements are attainable.
Progress & Issues: Waiting for the TN
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Progress on the main tasks —lead TT-sites

TT3: Quality monitoring - Site performance and GCs (provisionally closed)

Discussed at TT-sites meeting. Feedback given to LC. Michael Sommer developed the webpage with live

QA-QC plots and data. Draft of that webpage was opened for sites to test. Provisionally closed: Sites to give
feedback

TT11: RS92-RS41 Parallel soundings database augmentation with ancillary data (open)

TT-Sites reviewed draft note about ancillary data to include. We propose a slightly simplified submission (1
README file, 1 metadata file and 1 zip file per dataset which is not publicly available). Task is not closed:
revised instructions needed from LC.
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Progress on the main tasks - other

LC1: Restoration/continuation of UTLS WV measurements at sites.
» Guidance note from LC to sites on options (Skydew, Liquid N2 CFH, FPH).

» Metric of success: Number of sites resumed or initiated programs.

Progress & Issues: TT-Sites meeting included a discussion about non-R23 cryogen alternatives.

Sites would like to get more (earlier) information on results of tests performed by others. (distribute
test results to tt-sites mailing list?)

Some sites wanted help with software for monitoring and data submission for new instruments.
Lead Centre offered help.
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R23 alternatives — Site tests and plans
(might not be complete ...)

Beltsville has been testing several versions of CFH modifications.

Boulder launches FPH with three options: R23, dry ice and alcohol, and LN2.
Lauder will phase out the R23 FPH launches and move to LN2 FPH launches.
Lindenberg monthly dual-Skydew soundings and contributed to LN2 container for CFH.
Nyalesund plans to launch Skydew from May 2026. First test flight in 2024.

Payerne hosted H20-Hub campaign, several flights for intercomparison cooling agents.
Paramaribo will host NOAA FPH-flights, cooled with either LN2, or dry ice and alcohol.
Potenza started Skydew measurements in 2025.

Reunion launches NOAA FPH-flights, cooled with either LN2, or dry ice and alcohol.
=> offers location for test flights together with R23 flights (up to 5 flights left Sep 2024).
Sodankyla has flown a new version of the CFH sonde using liquid nitrogen.

Tateno reqgularly launches Skydew.
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Progress on the main tasks - other

LC5: Data policy development version GDPs

TT-sites has not yet been involved in these discussions.

LC6: Resolve data reporting for sites unable to use RSLaunchClient

Queried at TT-sites meeting. Help was offered to one site having difficulties with the GRUAN tools, but the
iIssue came down to their own IT security restrictions and lack of IT staff resources, limiting their ability to

develop a solution.

TT4: GC for autolauncher

Led by meteo Swiss. Questionnaire was sent to TT-sites, interested sites participated in the subsequent
meetings and tests.
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Thanks!

Comments?
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