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➢ Tropical & (ant)arctic sites: premature balloon bursts

➢ (Impeding) budget cuts & operational costs

o Helium shortage & costs

o Use of small balloons 

➢ CFH program halted at various sites due to R23 restrictions (EU + 
Japan)

o Extensive testing of alternative cooling methods (LN2, dry ice)

o Resumption of strat. H2O measurements with Skydew

➢ Deployment of RS41 SGE radiosonde

➢ Requests for support letters



Lead Centre

Site reports – general observations

3Lead Centre – ICM-16 – Puerto de la Cruz
Lindenberg Meteorological Observatory
Richard-Aßmann-Observatory

➢ Range in scientific engagement of sites

o E.g. Campaigns 

➢ Seasonal effect in pressure calibration during GC

➢ Pressure difference during GC exceeding 1 hPa

o Verify calibration of p-sensor in GC-unit
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➢ ARM sites

o Prolongation of Rival program (RS92-RS41 intercomparison coincident with 
satellite overpasses) 

➢ PAY 

o Concentrated campaign with RS41-CFH-PCFH soundings

➢ POT

o schedules radiosonde launches to coincide with satellite overpasses (GRUAN 
overpass predictor service)

➢ REU

o No CFH/FPH data upload

➢ SNG

o Operations temporarily halted because of safety issues (landing coordinates)
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➢ TAT

o Introduction of autolaucher can lead to decrease of burst altitude

o Seasonal effect in RH ground check

➢ XIL

o Occasionally very high burst altitudes (<1hPa, >40-45km)
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