
Usage of GRUAN data: 
Discussion on metrics to support 
sites in making the case for 
(continued) GRUAN participation 



GCOS 171 GUIDE (p. 101) 

Provide year‐to‐year traceability of GRUAN’s 
impact within the climate community through: 

 Scientific case studies of the added value 
resulting from the use of GRUAN data 
products 

 The number of GRUAN projects funded 
through national or international funding 
agencies 

 The number of peer reviewed publications in 
which GRUAN data have been used 

 Data downloads 



“[…] the IGRA ID codes of the GRUAN sites appearing in the IGRA-RS 
station list are underlined in Table S1; of course, other GRUAN sites 
performing only research measurements are not part of IGRA.” (p. 611) 

Scopus and Googlescholar 



Dataset includes Vaisala RS92 soundings of the following 
GRUAN sites: 

RS92 GRUAN Data Product Version 2 



Data Citation Index 



NCAR Research Data Archive 



NCAR Research Data Archive 



Pangaea 



A 'collection of  datasets' that are grouped under a doi-
number. 

Could be an option for all datasets from one GRUAN site. 
Could be an option to have here the collection of all doi-

numbers related to the RS41 product, for example. 
Each dataset would have Michael Sommer and the Lead 

Centre as authors, and additionally the site representative 
as co-author. 

Thus, the institution supporting the site would benefit from 
the data citation. 

Pangaea 



 There are several ways of organizing the data according 
the individual needs of a data network: for example, 
Pangaea is the data repository for BSRN.  

 Pangaea is hosted by AWI: we could discuss with AWI if 
GRUAN data could be stored with long-term 
commitment with AWI support (with no financial 
requests to GRUAN). 

 But: how would other institutions feel about their (paid 
for) data being hosted on another institution’s data 
repository? 

Pangaea 



Gruan.org 

Issues: 
 Are users legally obliged to register? If not, how to track? 
 We could set up a web portal (like NASA’s): but it’s a big 

job. Michael can do it, but hasn’t got the time. 
 NCEI use an ftp server; but can’t log usage. 

 
 



Conclusion  

We have options 
 Data Citation Index / NCAR Data Repository / Pangaea 
 Employing DOIs allows tracking of data use, and 

ultimately metrics of citations, user groups, and the 
impact of the data on science progress. 

 But: 
 How much? 
 What time framework is realistic (ASAP …)? 
 Are there other metrics / options that the GRUAN 

community can share? 
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